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30 Augugt 1981
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From: D/R
Subjecte:  Slave Leboy iwn the USSR

Stovenent of Projieot 25X1A

origin: ore (coso |

Problem: To fusnish kmown imbelligence with respect bo Blove Lobor comps
' in tho Nerth Europcan sestlen of the USSR.

Scope: The followlag types of intelligence ave requiveds
' 6o Spooifio location of tho ocamps;
be Identdty of orgenizebions charged with guerding the caup::
ce ILiving end working condibions omong prisonsyse

Forms Ilemovondur (Originel and 2 copios)e

Draft Duo in D/R: As scon as coaveniswmbo

Ragponsible Division: D/B

Inbornel Cooxdinetion: As roquireds

Clagsification: Setret

Recommended Disgeminabion: Requester onlys

Distribubion: OADs2; D/8e3; D/G-3; D/Gls D/Aels D/T=ls DLy
D/C=13; CIA Libragy-2; D/Red.
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D/R 26 September 1951

The nanagesent of Soviet slave lubor camps is the responsibility
of the MVD, the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The Chief Dirsctorate
of Camps (Glavnos Upravlenie Lagerie - GULAG) is the subdivision of
the Ministry primarily concerned with the operation of the campe,

The Chief Diractorates of the MVD for railroad construection, for
industrial construction, for hydraulic construction, for mining-
metallurgical enterprises, and for highways probably also manage

cemps for their respective projects, but little is known concerning
administrative interrelationships or the division of responsiblility.
Presumably only GULAG is charged with arresting and assigning prisoners,
thus serving as a labor procurement office.

Although the legal definitions of various kinds of camps and -
colonies are known, the status of a particular unit cannot always be
determined from available information, The geographical area under
consideration (North European USSR), appears to include nearly 2ll
types of camps and institutions, including factory and agricultural
colonies; corrective labor camps for mass work, and punitive and/or
isolator camps, medical institutions and institutions for minors.
The term camp properly used refers to administrative units composed
of varying numbers of individual installations which may or may not
be organized into subgroups,

In general, each camp seems to be assigned a primry project,
plus subeidiary activities, apparently designed to meke the camps
as self-sustaining as possible,

Among the sarliest camps in North European USSR were those on
the Solovetski Islande (1), Novaya Zemlya (2), end Vaigach Island (3),
which may now be closed, or used as lsolator camps, There is informa-
tion of relatively recent origin concerning the camps discussed below,
Because the sources utilized do not provide a clear patiern of ad-
ministrative organiszation and changes, the information available has
been organized on a geographic basis,

I. Kotlas - Vorkuta Area

Centered around the city of Vorkuta (4) 18 a mining cemp which has
expanded greatly with the development of the Vorkuta-Inta coal basin,
The camp also operates mechanical workshops, and is reported (1950) to
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be constructing a cement factory, as well as other buildings for the
further sxpansion of the eity of Vorkuta, 7The number of subcamps -
~ reportsd, e.g., OLF - independent camp point - #86, indicates a camp
population of approximately 100,000, in additlon to the growing
eivilian population. .

Other camp installaticns in the same region are subordinate to
Pachorlag.® Pechorlag, and Ukhta-Pechora sre probebly the seme., The
adninistrative center was at Abez (5), but moved to Kozhva (6) circa
1946, The camp is reportedly concerned with the double=tracking and
axtension of the rail line beyond Khalmeryu (7) to the Kara Sea. In
this function st least, it appears to have replaced the eastern half
of the older Sevzheldorlag (Northern Railroad Camp)}, The samp is
also reported to be engaged in consiruction at Kozhve, whivh is to
be expanded and replace Syktyvkar (8) as the adminlstrative center

In the Ukhta (9) area approximately twenty camp sites are engaged
in oil drilling, the productlon of oil drilling equipment, building
oil pipelines, and related activities. There is alsc a penal unit
for women and a children's home., This camp is probably the same as
Ukhtishm, sc that camp sites in Izhma (10) and Ust Izhua (11) areas
would be subordinate to it. Ukhte itself may be subordinate to
Pechorlag,

Veslyana (12) is probably the sams as or subordinate to Ust Vym (13),
on the Vym River. The subwcamps, approximately twenty in number
scattered through the ares, are engaged primarily in lumbering, and
perhaps also in brickmsking and road-building.

 Camps for timber production are indicated at an earlier date on
many of the tributeries of the Pechora River. Kolve (14} end Ust
Teilna (15) may serve 2s centers for iwo such campa., A shipbullding
installation was reported near Troitsk Pechorsk (16), but its present
status is unimown, There are probably units at Naryan Mar (17)
attached to the port, )

 After the completion of the rail line to Vorkuts, Sevzheldorlsg
was reduced in size, =nd is now reported to work on maintenance of the
rail line, lumbering, apriculture, roadbuilding and other construction.
Ite administrative center is reported to be Zheleznodorozhne, or
Knazhpogost, which is the rail station for Zheleznodorozhne (18). This

- was the center for the western part of Sevsiheldorlag.

% The suffix "lag! is a cézmonly used abbreviation for the Bussian word
for camp, ,
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During ¥orld War IX priscners were reported in camps named
Yugorski on Point Sokoli at Khabarovo (19) and Amderma (20), 8ince
they were assigned to bulld a rail line towerd Vorkuta, and work on
harbor econstruction, they were probably subordinate to Sevzheldorlag.
They were reported abandoned in 1942, but may have reopened, or bsen
shifted to Ksra (21) with the postwar extension of the rail. line men-
tioned above,

At Kotlas (22), there are an ;:gricultural supply unit, a transient
unit, a hospital unit, and e camp for women and children. This group
cume under the administration of Pechorlag in 1945, :

West and north of Kotlas are the Jevernyays Dvina camp sites, which
are engaged in agriculture, lumbering and woodworking. Tha adninistra-
tive center is at Velsk (23},

Thore have aleo been references to caups along the Pinsga and -
Negen (2),) Rivers, which were at one time subordinate to the Kuloi
system, engaged in lumbering, fishing and same construction.

II. Kexzopol
Kargopollag is in the soutimestern part of Arkhangel oblast, The

sdainistrotive center is reported at Yertsevo {25) on the Vologda~
Arkhengel rail line, the main transfer camp et Nysndomn (26). This

ie primorily a forest camp, with some farning, {ishing and eonstruction,;
in addition, Subcamps have been reported at Kergopol (27), Koneve (28),
and Voshega (29). North of Kargopollag is Oneplag. Plesetsk (30}, Te~
portved to be the administrative center, is also mentloned in connactlion

with Kargopollag, sc that the camps may have merged. Camp activities
are essentislly the sane,

III. Arkhangelsk

Prisoners in the Arkhangelsk (31} city area are roporhedly engaged
in lumbering, construction, port work, and probably also in gawaills
and fish canneriss, To ths west, at Molotovak (32), convicts were used
in the construction of & shipyard on Yagry Island and in 2 machinery
plant,

Iv. Karelo Fim SSR

The BBK (Baltic-~Belomor Kansl) camp was established to build the
canal, The administrative center was at Delomorsk (33). The camp may
have been reorganized and renamed, Prisoners in the area are engaged
in lumbering, farming, fishing, construction, and mining in Lake Onega
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area, lLocatlone mentioned in the past include iiedvezhegorsk {34),
Petrozavodsk (35), and Pudogzhe (36). _

¥. EKola P = e las

There may be more than one ceamp in this area, since both Soroklag
and Murmansk (37) camp have been mentioned., Prisoners ars engaged in
nickel and other mining nesr Kirovsk (38) in the Khibinsk mountains,
at Monchegorsk (39), in the Ena River area, and probably also at
Pechenga (40) (formerly Finnish Petsamo). Other zctivities include
lumbering, fish processing, and various kinds of construction, such
as the new power plants around Lake Imandra (41).

Camp installations vary in appearance, Those of & permanent
nature tend to resemble other Soviet towns, particularly as the nuuber
of free personnel increases., Logging and read or railroad construction
units are moved as the distance to the plece of work requires, A
fairly typical camp installation would consist of several wooden
barracks suricunded by a singls or double barbed wire fence, In thise
climate the barracks might be built partially underground., ¥Fach builde
ing holds approximately 150 persons. The number of guard towers
equipped with machine-guns and search lights would depend on the length
of the fence, Many camps have dogs which are used for guarding, and

pursuing sscapees.

The externzl guard of & camp ueually consists of MYD personnel
imown as VOKHRA, or militarized guard, although gusrds are seid to be
Red Aray persormel in some reports., A supervisory command from among
the detainees themselves, usually comaon eriminals, are charged with
the neintenance of diseipline and guarding of prieoners during work.
A system of informers and organisation for the maintenance of internal
canp security seems to be universal, referred to in some reports as
the "Third Section.”

There are indications of & tendency toward improvement in the
ilving conditions and treatment of prisoners, althougzh conditions
still appear to vary from camp to camp, The mumber of free settlers
and contract workers seems to be increasing. "Special settlers,”
axiled but not imprisoned, and released prisoners are being used to
establish permanent settlements wherever possible,

Contact with any sector of the population would be hazardous,
Convicts would be under guard by the MVD or privileged criminals. The
indigenous population would be suspicicus and fearful of strangers be~
cause of the presence of convicts and the MVD throughout the area, The
reveard offered for the surrender of a fugitive was stated as 25 rubles

by
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' i isoners, Mspeclal
ebout 1940, and is probably higher now, Former pr 5
vsattlerz,"’and contrzct workers could be expscted to surrender aiat.—
stranger or fugitive through fear and/or desire for reward, Aa:i
ance might possibly be expected only from the indigenous population

innd. rder., Cuard stations were reported to bte scattered
BT e e apen oo ate 1930's, but this may no longer

" throughout the c country in the 1
N oy e has undoubtedly improved,

be deemed necessary, since security
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i,. Solovetskl islands

e, Novaye Zerdya

" Vaigeoh Island

z, Vorkuta

g: Xoshva, Pechora, Krasnopachorsk
7. Hhalmeryu

9, Ukhta, Chityu
Ishee

11, Ust Izshma

12, Veslyana

:)lf: gst Yym

15, Ut Teilm

16, Troitek Pechorsk

Neryen Mar
18, Xmaghpogost, Zheleznodorozhny
19, Knabarovo
20, Amderma
21, HKara
22, Fotlas
gz, Velak
~ kﬁm
25, Ysrisevo

tymxbm
27. Kargopol
2d, Komevo
29, Vosheogm
%0, Plesetek
Arihangelslk
2, Molotovsk
. Madvezhogorsk
35, Petrozavodsk
%6, Pudozhe
37. Murmansk

‘z% Monohegorsk

0, Pechanga
k1., lake Imandra
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SEOREN

28 Ausgust 1951

MORANDUM FORs  CHI=Y, REPORTS DIVISION, ORR

S5UBJLCT . Slave Labor in UsSR

T RENG S . Qur Case- 25X1A

1, This office has a requirement for known intelligence of
the following types with respect to Slave Labor camps in the
Worth European section of the USSK:

a. oSpecific location of the camps.

b, Identity of organizations charged with guarding
the camps. ‘

25X1A c. Living and working conditions among prisoners.

2. — in yar sconomic Services Division
0

is believed to have access or knowledze of reports and material
pertinent to the above.

3, Questions pertaining to this inquiry may be referred

to _at ixtension 3215.

25X1A

25X1A

CRET
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